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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the 
Barry  Port  Health  Authority. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  Year  1950. 

This  is  the  62nd  Annual  Report  of  the  Barry  Port  Health 
Authority  and  covers  the  work  of  the  Authority  during  the  Year. 
The  Report  has  been  prepared  on  the  lines  as  indicated  in  Circular 
103/50  (Memo  302/S. A.  1946)  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to 
Port  Health  Authorities. 

Constitution  of  Port  Health  Authority. 

The  Port  Health  Authority  was  constituted  by  an  Order  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  dated  27th  July,  1893,  and  an  amending 
Order,  dated  27th  April,  1938,  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  made 
under  Sections  3,  9 and  314  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  Port  Health  Authority  is  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Bur- 
gesses of  the  Borough  of  Barry,  acting  by  the  Council. 

Jurisdiction  of  the  Port. 

No  alteration  was  made  during  the  Year  in  the  limits  of 
jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Health  Authority.  Full  details  of  existing 
limits  have  been  given  in  previous  reports. 

AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1950. 

Details  in  respect  of  the  amount  of  shipping  which  entered  the 
Port  during  the  Year  are  given  in  Table  A. 

By  comparison  with  the  figures  for  1949,  the  amount  of  ship- 
ping entering  the  Port  showed  a fairly  substantial  decrease — « 
265,000  tons  (31,000  and  234,000  in  Foreign  and  Coastwise  shipping 
respectively) — or  some  16%  of  the  1949  total. 
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Total  Imports  and  Exports  decreased  during  the  Year  by  over 
179,000  tons  (Imports  showing  an  increase  of  9,000  tons  as  against 
a decrease  of  188,000  in  Exports).  Details  of  Cargo  Traffic  may 
be  found  on  Pages  7 and  8 of  this  Report. 

However,  two  major  improvements  to  the  Docks  were  com- 
menced during  the  Year  and  when  completed  may  well  foreshadow 
a sizeable  increase  in  the  future  amount  of  tonnage  using  the  Port. 

The  Commercial  Dry  Dock  was  taken  over  on  a long  lease  by 
Messrs.  C.  H.  Bailey,  Ltd.,  and,  to  meet  modern  requirements  in 
the  dry-docking  of  larger  tonnage,  it  was  decided  to  extend  and 
widen  both  the  Inner  and  Outer  Dry  Docks. 

The  other  project  is  that  of  Messrs.  Cory  Brothers  who  have 
taken  over  the  entire  Mole  at  the  West  end  of  No.  1 Dock.  Further 
storage  tanks,  which  it  is  understood  will  be  mainly  used  for  edible 
oils,  are  being  erected  on  this  site.  It  is  also  proposed  to  re-instate 
certain  of  the  old  berths  for  accommodation  of  the  tankers. 
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AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT 
DURING  1950. 

Table  A. 
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♦Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 


SHIPS  INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


This  table  indicates  the  nationality  of  ships  inspected  during 
the  Year.  As  will  be  seen,  the  majority  were  British,  with  the  re- 
mainder comprising  mainly  Dutch,  Norwegian,  Panamanian, 
Swedish.  Danish,  French  and  Portugese. 


Nationality. 

| 

Motor  and  j 
Steam 

Sail 

Total 

Belgian  

! 

1 

British  ...  

379 

— 

379 

Costa  Rican  

1 

" 

1 

Cypriot  w 

1 

1 

Danish 

18 

18 

Dutch  

43 



43 

Finnish  

6 

2 

8 

French 

17 

— . 

17 

German  

6 

— . 

6 

Greek  

3 

— . 

3 

Italian  

2 

__ 

2 

Norwegian 

21 

— 

21 

Panamanian  

21 

— 

21 

Portuguese  

14 

— . 

14 

Russian  

2 

— . 

2 

Spanish  

9 

— . 

9 

Swedish  

19 

19 

’ 

TOTAL 

563 

2 

565 

II.  CHARACTER  OF  TRADE  OF  PORT. 

Table  B. 

(a)  Passenger  Traffic  during  1950. 

The  Port  of  Barry  is  not  an  approved  port  under  the  Aliens 
Order,  1920,  and  the  landing  and/or  embarkation  of  passengers 
requires  the  prior  sanction  of  the  Immigration  Authorities. 

A small  amount  of  Passenger  Traffic  was  dealt  with  during  the 
Year  and  the  following  figures  have  been  supplied  by  the  courtesy 
of  Mr.  E.  W.  Clarke,  H.M.  Immigration  Officer,  Barry. 
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No.  of  Passengers 

1st  2nd  3rd 

Class  Class  Class 

Trans- 

migrants 

Total 

Aliens 

— 

81 

24 

1 11  Wdl  Ua  i ' 

' British 

57 

— 

Aliens 

- 

— 

169 

Outwards 

j British 

145 

— 

These  figures  include  16  landed  and  56  embarked,  who  were 
“signed  on”  ship’s  articles  (supernumeraries).  Supernumeraries 
are  usually  members  of  the  families  of  Masters/Officers  or  persons 
doing  the  round  trip.  For  the  purposes  of  the  Aliens  Order,  1920, 
the\'  are  passengers  and  subject  to  regulations  made  under  that 
Order. 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic. 

The  following  details  have  been  kindly  provided  by  the  Dock 
Manager,  Barry  Docks  (Docks  and  Inland  Waterways  Executive — 
South  Wales  Docks)  and  indicate  the  nature  and  amount  of  Im- 


ports  and  Exports  during  the  years  1949  and  1950. 

IMPORTS  - 1949. 

Iron  and  Steel  (Pig  Iron,  etc.) 

50  tons 

Timber  and  Deals  

2,788  „ 

Pitwood  and  Mining  Timber  

120,911  „ 

Grain  and  Flour  

103,961  „ 

Oil  

32,450  „ 

General  Merchandise  

7,708  „ 

Building  Sand  

19,226  „ 

Ballast  

" 99 

Total  Imports 

287,094  tons 

IMPORTS  - 1950. 

Coal  and  Coke  ...  ...  ...  

72  tons 

Patent  Fuel  ...  ...  ...  

— 

Building  and  Road  Materials ...  

17,225  ” 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  

10  „ 

Grain  and  Flour  

80,028  „ 

Food  and  Provisions  

383  „ 

Iron  Ore  

— . n 

Other  Ores  

— 

Oil  and  Spirit  

70,750  ” 

Iron  and  Steel  

99 

Pitwood  and  Mining  Timber  

113,109  „ 

Other  Timber  

1,310  „ 

Chemicals  

34  „ 

General  Cargo  

13,618  „ 

Total  Imports 

296,539  tons 
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EXPORTS  - 1949. 

Coal  and  Coke  

...  2,658,094  tons 

Iron  and  Steel  

100  „ 

Cement  

....  — „ 

Grain  and  Flour 

11,372  „ 

Oil  

.... 

18,781  „ 

General  Merchandise  

45,980  „ 

Ballast  

2,872  „ 

Tinplates  

72  „ 

Total  Exports 

...  2,737,271  tons 

EXPORTS  - 1950. 

Coal  and  Coke  

. . . 2,438,626  tons 

Patent  Fuel 

...  ,, 

Building  and  Road  Material 

1,208  „ 

Processed  Food,  etc 

... 

8,337  „ 

Tobacco  

59  „ 

Vehicles  

2,468  „ 

Tinplates  

1,395  „ 

Iron  and  Steel  

993  „ 

Oil  and  Spirit  

57,485  „ 

General  Cargo  

20,772  „ 

Grain  

17,043  „ 

Total  Exports 

...  2,548,386  tons 

1949. 

1950. 

Total  Imports  and  Exports 

3,024,365  tons. 

2,844,925  tons 
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(c)  Foreign  Ports  from  which  vessels  arrive. 


ARGENTINE. 

AUSTRALIA. 

BELGIUM. 

CANADA. 

DENMARK. 

EGYPT. 

FINLAND. 

FRANCE. 


GERMANY. 

GIBRALTAR 

HOLLAND. 

ITALY. 

MALTA. 

MOROCCO. 

POLAND. 

PORTUGAL. 

SPAIN. 

SWEDEN. 

TRINIDAD. 


Buenos  Aires.  Monte  Video. 

Frcemantle,  Sydney. 

Antwerp,  Ghent. 

Blandford.  N.F.,  Halifax,  N.S.,  Locker  Bay, 
N.l’.,  Montreal,  St.  John,  N.F. 

Aalsund,  Halmstad. 

Port  Said. 

Mamina,  Ijoroytta,  Jaeobstad,  Mantilouto, 
Toppila,  Yxpila. 

Bayonne,  Bordeaux,  Boucan,  Boulogne,  Brest, 
Cherbourg,  Dieppe,  Dunkirk,  Fecamp, 
Granville,  La  Rochelle,  Le  Harve,  Lorient, 
Nantes,  Rouen,  Sambel,  Treport,  Vannes. 

Emden,  Hamburg,  Stettin,  Warne  Munde. 

Amsterdam,  Rotterdam. 

Trapani. 

Valetta. 

Casablanca. 

Gdynia. 

Leixious,  Lisbon. 

Cadiz,  San  Paulo,  Santander. 

Koping,  Norkopping.  Oskarhamn.  Ronneby, 
Sundsval. 

Port  of  Spain. 


III.  SOURCES  OF  WATER  SUPPLY. 

1.  (a)  For. the  Port.  Drinking  water  is  supplied  from  the 

town  supply,  through  the  Docks  and 
Inland  Waterways  Executive — South 
Wales  Docks. 

(b)  For  Shipping.  The  same  supply  as  in  (a)  is  used  for 

shipping. 


2.  Hydrants  & hosepipes.  Regular  samples  are  taken  from 

hydrants  on  the  dockside. 

3.  Water  Boats.  There  are  no  water  boats  in  use  in  the 

Port. 


Eleven  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  ships. 


In  each  case  where  the  water  was  found  unsatisfactory  the 
tank>  were  emptied  and  cleansed  before  taking  a fresh  supply  of 
ware,  o:i  board. 
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Results  of  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water. 


Number  of 
Samples. 

Satisfactory 

Moderate 

Purity. 

i 

j 

Doubtful 

Purity 

Contain-  f 
inated. 

11 

8 

— 

3 

IV.  PORT  HEALTH  REGULATIONS,  1933  and  1945. 

Several  of  the  arrangements  made  under  these  Regulations 
have  been  described  in  previous  reports  and  in  accordance  with 
paragraph  2 of  Circular  103/50  (Ministry  of  Health)  such  details 
are  omitted  from  this  report  (reference  following  sub-headings 

(1)  (2)  (3)  (4)  and  (5). 

(1)  Arrangements  for  Dealing  with  Declaration  of  Health. 

(2)  Boarding  of  Vessels  on  Arrival. 

(3) *  Notification  to  the  Authority  of  Inward  Vessels  requiring 

Special  Attention  (Wireless  Messages,  Land  Signal  Stations, 
etc.) 

(4)  Mooring  Stations  Designated  under  Article  10. 

' (a)  Within  the  Dorks. 

(}> ) Outside  the  Docks. 

(5)  Particulars  of  any  Standing  Exemptions  from  the  Provisions 
of  Article  14. 

(6)  Experience  of  Working  of  Article  16. 

During  the  Year,  it  was  not  necessary  to  enforce  the 
provisions  of  this  Article. 

(7)  What,  if  any,  arrangements  have  been  made  for — 

(a)  Premises  and  Waiting  Rooms  for  Medical  Examination. 

The  Port  Medical  Officer’s  Office  and  Port  Health  In- 
spectors’ Office  are  available  if  and  when  required.  Ad- 
equate facilities  are  usually  found  to  be  available  on  board 
vessels. 

(b)  Cleansing  arid  Disinfection  of  Shi/>st  Persons  and  Clothing  and 
Other  Art  idea. 

The  Port  Health  Officers  undertake  the  disinfection  of 
infected  quarters.  Infected  bedding  and  clothing  are  re- 
moved to  the  Public  Health  Centre  for  steam  disinfection. 

Verminous  persons  are  also  removed  to  the  Public 
Health  Centre,  where  they  are  bathed  and  treated.  Their 
clothing  and  other  belongings  are,  if  necessary,  dealt 
with  at  the  same  time  by  steam  disinfection. 
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(e)  Premise*  for  the  Temporary  Accommodation  of  Persons  for  whom 
such  accommodation  is  required  for  the  purposes  of  the  Regulations. 

Hospital  accommodation  would  be  available  for  patients, 
whilst  in  the  case  of  fit  persons,  necessary  provision  would 
be  made  by  Shipping  Agents. 

(d)  Hospital  accommodation  anni/ahle  for  Plague , Cholera , Yellow 
Feoer , Smallpox  and  other  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides  the  200 
bedded  City  Isolation  Hospital,  Cardiff,  which  is  under  the 
control  of  Dr.  G.  Emrys  Harries,  Consultant  in  Infectious 
Diseases. 

In  addition,  the  following  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  the  reception  of  smallpox  patients.  The  Penrhys 
Hospital,  Rhondda,  is  maintained  in  full  working  order 
and  any  case  of  smallpox  can  be  admitted  within  an  hour 
of  notification. 

(e)  Ambulance  Transport . 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Glam- 
organ County  Council.  The  local  headquarters  of  the 
Service  are  at  the  Barry  Fire  Station,  Court  Road,  Barry — 
a distance  of  j mile  from  the  dock  area. 

(f ) Su  per  r Dion  of  Contacts. 

Contacts,  if  allowed  to  remain  on  the  ship,  are  kept 
under  daily  observation  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer.  If, 
after  examination,  they  are  permitted  to  proceed  to  their 
own  homes,  their  names  and  addresses  are  taken  and 
notification  is  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
the  District  to  which  they  are  going. 

(8)  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  exam- 
ination of  rats  foi  plague. 

These  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  (directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for 
the  Ministry  of  Health),  The  Parade,  Cardiff. 

(9)  Arrangements  for  other  bacteriological  or  pathological  ex- 
aminations. 

The  arrangements  are  the  same  as  for  (8)  above. 

(10)  Treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  among  seamen. 

Careful  enquiries  are  always  made  of  the  responsible  officers 
of  ships  as  to  the  possibility  of  cases  of  venereal  disease  amongst 
the  crew,  and  leaflets  with  full  directions  are  distributed  to  masters 
of  vessels. 
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A Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  is  held  twice  a week  at  the  Public 
Health  Department,  Woodlands  Road,  Barry.  The  Clinic  forms 
part  of  the  service  provided  by  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital 
Board  (Cardiff  Hospital  Management  Committee).  Other  con- 
venient Clinics  are  held  in  Cardiff  (Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary  and 
Royal  Hamadryad  Seamen’s  Hospital).  Full  details  of  days  and 
times  of  the  various  clinics  are  always  made  available  to  seamen. 

Dr.  Philip  Simon,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  Medical  Officer 
i/c  Clinic,  has  kindly  provided  the  following  details  of  attendances 
at  the  Barry  Clinic. 


Seamen  treated  at  Barry  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic — 1950. 


Syphilis 

1 Soft 

j Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

Non- 

Venereal 

Totals 

Cases 

Total 

28 

i 

4 

: 

38 

98 

168 

New 

8 

3 

34 

86 

131 

Attendances 

Total 

186 

I 

14 

.13 

163 

476 

New 

47 

11 

91 

139 

288 

(11)  Arrangements  for  the  interment  of  dead. 

Dead  bodies  on  ships  are  removed  to  the  Barry  Corporation 
Mortuary  and  necessary  action  taken  to  secure  burial. 

Medical  Services  in  the  Port. 

The  Barry  Docks  Medical  Centre  was  opened  on  the  6th 
December,  1950. 

This  is  the  sixth  medical  centre  of  the  South  Wales  Ports 
Medical  Service  of  the  National  Dock  Labour  Board.  It  is  staffed 
by  a State  Registered  Nurse  working  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Board’s  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  R.  K.  Phillips).  The  function  of  this 
medical  centre  is  to  provide  an  industrial  medical  service  for  all 
workers  in  the  Barry  Docks  area.  This  will  primarily  consist  of 
treating  injuries  and  illnesses  occurring  at  work,  and  thereby  en- 
suring that  the  least  possible  number  of  man  hours  is  lost  from 
work.  Later,  environmental  conditions,  sickness,  accident  in- 
cidence and  causation,  and  occupational  hazards  will  be  invest- 
igated. 

The  Centre  operates  with  the  full  knowledge  and  co-oper- 
ation of  all  the  medical  services  of  the  Area. 
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Tables  C and  D.  (Memo  302/S.A. — December,  1946) 


TABLE  C. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  Vessels. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Cases  during 
the  Year. 

^ Passengers  Crew 

No.  of 
vessels 
concerned 

1 

j Average  No. 
of  Cases  for 
previous  5 
years 

Chicken  Pox  , 

_ _ 

| 

— 

0.4 

Diphtheria 

1 

0.4 

1 nfluenza 

. 



0.2 

Malaria 

1 , 

, 

0.6 

Measles 

, 



0.2 

Tuberculosis 

! 

— • 

0.8 

TABLE  D. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occurring  on  vessels  during  the  voyage 
but  disposed  of  prior  to  arrival. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Cases  during 
the  Year. 

Passengers  Crew 

No.  of 
vessels 

concerned  j 

Average  No. 
of  Cases  for 
previous  5 
years 

Cerebro-spinal 

Fever 

0.2 

Diphtheria 

— i — 

0.2 

Malaria 

— i j — . 

— * 

0.2 

Measles 

— i — 

0.2 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 t 

— . 

0.2 

Tuberculosis 

- 

0.2 
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V.  MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS. 


Steps  taken  for  detection  of  Rodent  Plague. 

(a)  In  ships  in  the  Port. 

Trapping  is  carried  out  on  vessels  arriving  from  Infected 
Areas  and  on  any  ship  which  shows  evidence  of  a rat  population. 
Any  rats  found  dead  on  board  a vessel  are  submitted  for  examin- 
ation by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  A proportion  of 
those  trapped  is  also  forwarded  for  examination. 

(b)  On  quay x,  wharves , warehouses , etc.,  in  the.  vicinity  oi  the  port. 
Close  co-operation  is  maintained  between  the  Rodent  Oper- 
ators of  the  Port  Health  Authority  and  the  Docks  and  Inland 
Waterways  Executive. 

Measures  taken  to  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between  ships  and 
the  shore. 

All  vessels  are  advised  to  place  rat  guards  on  the  mooring 
ropes.  Ships  from  ‘Infected  Areas'  and  those  upon  which  rats  are 
known  to  be,  are  required  to  adopt  this  procedure  and  inspections 
are  made  to  ensure  necessary  compliance. 

Methods  of  Deratisation.  • 

(a)  ships. 

Deratisation  of  vessels  in  this  port  is  carried  out  by  private 
firms  under  the  supervision  of  the  Port  Health  Inspectors.  Two 
methods  of  rat  destruction  were  used  during  the  Year  (1)  Fum- 
igation by  Hydrogen  Cyanide  and  (2)  Trapping. 

(h)  pienrises  in  the  vicinity  of  Docks  ami  Quays. 

Trapping  and  poisoning  were  the  methods  used  in  these 
premises  by  both  the  Authority’s  and  Docks  and  Inland  Water- 
ways Executive’s  operators. 

Measures  taken  for  the  detection  of  rat  prevalence  in  ships  and  on 

shore. 

All  foreign-going  vessels  are  inspected  as  soon  as  possible 
after  arrival,  whilst  those  engaged  in  coastal  trade  are  inspected 
at  regular  intervals. 
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Rat-Proofing. 

(a)  To  what  extent  are  dork s,  trhar iw,  warehouse*,  etc.,  rat-proof  ? 

Generally  speaking,  the  warehouses,  etc.,  at  the  Docks  are 
brick  or  metal  built  and  all  reasonable  steps  are  taken  to  prevent 
rat  harbourage. 

(h)  Action  taken  to  extend  vat-proofing. 

( i ) In  Ships. 

Emphasis  is  laid  upon  the  necessity  for  extending  rat-pr§flng 
to  the  utmost  and  all  steps  are  taken  to  ensure  that  these  measures 
are  suitably  maintained. 

(it ) On  shore. 

General  inspections  are  made  of  warehouses,  out-buildings, 
drains,  etc.,  on  the  dockside  and  the  attention  of  authorities  con- 
cerned is  drawn  to  any  defects  discovered. 
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RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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Executive  (South  Wales  Docks). 


TABLE  G. 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  “infected”  or  “suspected”  vessel  or  vessels  from 
plague  infected  ports  arriving  in  the  Port  during  the  Year. 


Number  of 
such  vessels 
on  which 
measures 
of  Rat 
destruction 
were  not 
carried  out 
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Number  of 
Rats  killed 
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Number  of 
such  vessels 
on  which 
trapping, 
poisoning, 
etc.,  were 
employed 
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Number  of 
Rats  killed 
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Number  of 
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fumigated 
by  HCN 
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VI.  HYGIENE  OF  CREWS’  SPACES. 
TABLE  J.  (Ministry  of  Health). 

Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality 
of  Vessel 

i Number 

Inspected 
during 
the  year 

L 

Defects  of 
Original 
Construction  | 

Structural 
Defects 
through 
wear  and  tear 

Dirt,  Vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
| prejudicial 
1 to  health 

British 

381 

4 

79 

93 

Other  Nations 

184 

_ 

1 

— 

14 

DEFECTS  OF  SANITATION. 


• 

Defects  dis- 
covered. 

Defects 

remedied. 

Defects  not 
remedied. 

Defects  of  Original  Construction 

No  water  supply  to  after  quarters  ... 

2 

2 

Unventilated  food  lockers  

1 

— 

1 

No  food  lockers 

1 

— 

1 

Total  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Structural  Defects  through  wear  & tear 

Defective  water  closet  seats  

10 

10 

„ doors  

13 

13 

— 

„ water  closets 

6 

6 

— 

„ deadlights  ...  - 

2 

2 

— 

„ steam  heater  handle... 

1 

1 

— 

„ water  pump  

1 

1 

— • 

„ ventilators  

4 

4 

— ■ 

„ ports  

8 

7 

1 

„ door  locks  

3 

3 

— • 

„ water  system 

2 

1 

1 

„ air  ducting  system  

1 

— 

1 

„ cortesine 

1 

— . 

1 

sink  trap  

1 

1 

— 

„ water  closet  valve  

1 

1 

— 

„ water  closet  flush  tank 

1 

1 

— 

Leaking  radiator 

3 

3 

— 

„ steam  pipe  joints  and  glands 

3 

3 

— 

„ steam  heater  glands 

4 

4 

— 

„ water  closet  flushpipe  joint 

1 

1 

— 

„ steam  pipes  ...  

1 

1 

— 

„ deckhead  

3 

3 

— 

Broken  copper  boiler  

1 

1 

— • 

„ chairs  

1 

1 

— 

„ benches  

1 

1 

— 

„ valve  control  handle 

1 

1 

— 

„ door  gauze  ...  

1 

1 

— 

„ taps  ...  

1 

1 

— 

Corroded  bulkhead  division  plates  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Seized  overside  flap  valve  

1 

1 

Unlagged  calorifier  ...  , 

1 

1 

— 

Total  ... 

79 

75 

4 
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Defects  dis- 
covered 

Defects 

remedied 

Defects  not 
remedied 

Dirt  and  Other  Conditions 

Prejudicial  to  Health 

Dirty  forecastles  

12 

12 

„ storerooms  

1 

1 

— 

„ tables  

2 

2 

— 

„ washbasins  

4 

4 

— 

„ quarters  

4 

4 

— 

„ waterclosets  

15 

15 

— * 

„ accommodation  

4 

4 

— 

„ messrooms  

6 

6 

— . 

„ bathrooms 

2 

2 

— . 

„ lavatories 

2 

2 

— 

„ pantry  

1 

1 

— 

„ washplaces  

5 

5 

— 

» galleys  

3 

3 

. 

„ lockers  

1 

1 

— . 

1 „ rooms  

1 

1 

— . 

Choked  scuppers  

4 

4 



„ waterclosets  

3 

3 



„ sink  

1 

1 

_ 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

15 

15 

— 

Total  ... 

86 

86 

— 

Verminous  Conditions 

Verminous  storerooms 

3 

3 

„ accommodation  

4 

4 

— 

„ rooms  

3 

3 

— ■ 

„ pantries  

4 

4 

— 

„ saloon  

1 

1 

— i 

„ forecastle  

1 

1 

— 

„ messrooms  

4 

4 

— 

„ galley 

1 

1 

— 

Total  ... 

21 

21 

— 

Grand  Total  ... 

190 

182 

8 

Number  of  vessels  subject  to  detailed  examination  ....  ....  565 

,,  notices  served  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  92 

„ ,,  complied  with  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  87 

„ „ partially  complied  with  ....  ....  ....  2 

„ „ „ not  complied  with  in  any  respect  ....  ....  3 

(a)  Percentage  of  defects  remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  95.79 

(b)  „ „ of  original  construction  remedied  . 0.  0 

(c)  „ „ through  wear  and  tear  remedied  ..  94.94 

(d)  „ due  to  dirt  and  other  conditions 

prejudicial  to  health  remedied  ....  100 

(e)  „ „ due  to  vermin  remedied  100 
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VIL  FOOD  INSPECTION 

1.  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938  and  1944. 

The  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937  and  1948. 


During  the  Year,  the  Cold  Stores  were  regularly  inspected  and 
close  contact  maintained  with  the  Flour  Mills.  Several  requests 
were  also  received  for  the  examination  of  items  of  ships’  stores. 


The  following  list  shows  details  of  foodstuffs  condemned  dur- 
ing the  Year  by  the  Chief  Port  Health  Inspector.  In  several 
instances,  the  foodstuffs  concerned,  although  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption, were  found  to  be  suitable  for  animal  feeding  purposes. 


Barley  .... 

Butter 

Calavances 
Cereal  .... 
Cheese  .... 
Flour 

Fruit  (Dried) 
Grain 
Ham 
Hops 

Mayonaisse 

Meat 

Milk 

Pearl  Barley  . 
Peas 

Pickles  

Pilchards 

Yeast 


14  tons 


2 qrs.  6 lbs. 

7 lbs. 
58  lbs. 

7 pkts 


60  lbs. 
1,580  lbs. 
182  lbs. 
560  lbs. 


15  lbs. 


4 lbs. 

26  jars. 

189  lbs. 

32  tins. 

7 lbs. 

80  lbs. 

2 gallons. 
2 tins. 

24  lbs. 
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2.  The  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations, 

1S25  tc  1948. 

Number  of  samples  examined  by  : — 

(a)  Bacteriologist  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(b)  Analyst  ....  Nil. 

3.  The  Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926. 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  Regulations  during  the  Year. 

4.  The  Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  1934  and  1948. 

There  are  no  shellfish  beds  or  layings  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Port  Health  Authority. 


OTHER  MATTERS. 

(a)  Factories  and  Workshops. 

Frequent  inspections  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  were  made 
during  the  Year.  All  nuisances  have  been  reported  upon  and  the 
remedial  work  carried  out.  The  conditions  from  a public  health 
point  of  view  are  satisfactory. 

(b)  Sanitary  Conveniences  on  Dockside. 

These  are  adequate  and  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

(c)  Foreign  Animals  Orders,  1910— 1919. 

These  Orders  prohibit  the  importation  of  animals  into  British 
home  ports,  scheduled  ports  and  countries,  and  also  provide  for  the 
disinfection  and  cleansing  of  vessels  on  which  animals  are  carried. 

75  dogs,  83  cats,  4 pigs,  and  3 steers  were  brought  to  the  Port 
during  the  Year,  and  remained  on  board. 

(d)  The  Parrots  (Prohibition  of  Import)  Regulations,  1930. 

These  Regulations  prohibit  the  importation  of  birds  of  the 
parrot  species,  exemption  being  granted  only  in  cases  of  special 
permission  by  the  Minister  of  Health  and  for  zoological  require- 
ments. 

During  the  Year,  five  budgerigars  were  brought  into  the  Port. 
The  requisite  notices  prohibiting  removal  from  the  vessels  were 
served  and  written  undertakings  to  this  effect  received.  The  birds 
remained  healthy  and  left  the  Port  on  the  vessels  concerned. 

(e)  Dangerous  Drugs  (No.  3)  Regulations,  1923. 

No  certificates  were  issued  under  these  Regulations  during  the 
Year. 
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s.v.  “PAMIR” 


On  the  4th  of  April,  the  barque  “PAMIR”  entered  Barry  Docks 
and  commenced  unloading  her  cargo  of  bagged  barley  on  the  18th 
of  the  month. 


By  completion  of  this  operation — on  the  9th  May,  some  21 
days  later — 4,501  adult  rats  had  been  killed.  The  immediately- 
following  fumigation  with  H.C.N.  disposed  of  a further  3,395 
adult  rats,  making  in  all  the  fantastic  total  of  7,896. 

It  is  understood  that  this  enormous  rat  population  on  one 
vessel  is,  as  far  as  it  has  been  possible  to  ascertain,  unique  in  the 
history  of  British  ports,  and  it  is  felt  that  the  facts  should  be  duly 
recorded  in  this  Report. 

The  matter  was  discussed  in  a paper — “Publicity  and  Port 
Health” — given  to  the  Association  of  Sea  and  Air  Port  Health 
Authorities  of  the  British  Isles,  and  relevant  extracts  are  herewith 
produced. 


. . . Before  going  into  the  details  of  what  occurred  on  board 
the  ‘PAMIR’  during  her  stay  at  Barry  and  the  publicity  she 
recc’vcd  there,  I must  give  something  of  the  history  of  this  famous 
ship.  Unfortunately,  no  log  books  were  available  prior  to 
November,  1948,  but  it  is  known  she  was  owned  by  the  New 
Zealand  Shipping  Co.,  and  that  she  left  London,  on  an  unknown 
date,  for  Hamburg,  where  a cargo  of  cement  was  loaded  for  New 
Zealand.  However,  on  the  18th  November,  1948,  she  was  handed 
over  to  her  Finnish  owners  and  I will  give  you  extracts  from  her 
log  from  that  date  until  she  arrived  at  Barry.  As  you  will  later 
appreciate,  the  dates  are  very  important. 


31st  January,  1949 


Left  Wellington,  N.Z.,  for  Port  Victoria, 
in  ballast. 


6th  March,  1949  — Arrived  at  Port  Victoria  and  lay,  at 

anchor,  in  bay,  2 miles  from  shore.  After 
discharging  ballast,  the  “PAMIR”  was 
inspected  by  the  Surveyor  and  passed  fit 
for  loading  a cargo  of  bagged  barley. 

28th  May,  1949  — i Left  Port  Victoria,  bound  Falmouth. 


3rd  October,  1949 


Arrived  Falmouth.  Anchored  in  Bay. 


5th  October,  1949 


Left  Falmouth  for  Penarth. 


7th  October,  1949 


Arrived  Penarth. 
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The  “PAMIR”  then  lay  in  Penarth  Dock  as  a grain  store  for 
the  Ministry  of  Food  until  April  4th,  1950 — a period  of  six  months 
— on  which  dat/e  she  entered  Harry  Dock. 

During  her  stay  at  Penarth,  the  Cardiff  Port  Health  Authority 
had  found  evidence  of  rat  infestation  and  had  reported  accordingly 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries’  Rodent  Control 
Section  who  were  responsible  for  this  part  of  the  work  for  the 
Ministry  of  Food. 

However,  the  extent  of  infestation  was  not  appreciated  by  any 
of  us,  as  between  October,  1949,  and  April  18th,  1950 — 'when  un- 
loading commenced — the  cargo  had  been  battened  down.  The  crew 
lived  on  board  and  had  not  been  worried  by  rats  as  the  rodents  had 
been  fully  occupied  in  the  holds  and  had  no  cause  to  search  for  food 
elsewhere. 

The  sister  ship,  the  “PASSAT,”  had  already  discharged  and 
only  one  rat  had  been  found,  so  you  can  imagine  that  we  were  all 
totally  unprepared  for  the  events  which  followed. 

The  Barry  Port  Health  Inspectors  and  Rodent  Operator  had 
boarded  several  times  between  April  14th  and  18th,  but,  as  she  was 
battened  down,  no  assessment  of  infestation  could  be  made.  Nor 
were  deratisation  or  deratisation  exemption  certificates  available. 
In  newspaper  parlance,  the  news  actually  “broke”  when  it  was 
simultaneously  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Port  Health  Staff  and 
the  reporters  that  the  transport  workers  had  opened  the  hatches  on 
the  18th,  and  immediately  closed  them  again  as  hundreds  of  rats 
were  to  be  seen. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  this  was  a sailing  barque  with  no 
rat-proofing  of  any  sort  and  free  access  from  and  to  every  part  of 
the  ship.  It  was  felt  to  be  absolutely  impossible  to  fumigate  her  as 
she  had  a bagged  cargo  of  barley,  and  was  lying  alongside  the  Mills 
and  could  not  be  moved  once  unloading  had  commenced,  without 
filling  up  with  ballast.  During  unloading — from  April  18th  to  May 
9th — all  possible  precautions  were  taken,  e.g.,  rat-guards, 
fendering-off.  posting  of  watchmen,  raising  of  gangplanks,  etc.  No 
vessels  were  allowed  alongside.  It  was,  of  course,  known  that  the 
vessel  had  been  in  this  Country  for  months  and  had  not  visited  a 
plague-infected  port  for  years — if  ever.  The  rats  (all  of  which  were 
black  rats)  too,  were  extremely  healthy,  sleek  and  well  fed  and 
there  was  certainly  no  evidence  of  undue  mortality  among  their 
numbers. 
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When  the  vessel  was  again  opened  up  on  the  19th  April  plenty 
of  rat  evidence  could  be  seen.  It  was  thought  at  the  time  that  this 
was  due  to  the  “PAMIR”  being  laid  up  a long  time  at  Penarth  and 
that  the  rats  the  workers  had  seen  were  most  of  the  rats  in  the 
ship,  having  been  attracted  to  the  top  of  the  cargo  by  the  moisture 
formed  by  condensation  on  the  hatch  combing. 

Pre-baiting  was  commenced,  but  it  soon  became  obvious  that 
the  degree  of  infestation  ruled  out  any  useful  purpose  being  served 
by  the  continuance  of  this  treatment. 

As  the  unloading  proceeded,  so  the  rats  appeared  and  the 
Authority’s  Rodent  Operator,  ably  assisted  by  the  workers  in  the 
hold,  returned  to  the  primitive,  but  effective,  use  of  terriers  and 
shovels.  The  daily  catch  was  in  hundreds,  and  it  is  on  record  that 
787  rats  were  disposed  of  in  one  day — 360  being  killed  by  four  men 
in  half-an-hour.  All  rats  counted  were  adult,  no  record  being  made 
of  the  many  hundreds  of  nests  of  young  rats  which  were  un- 
covered. and  dealt  with. 

We  had  the  assurance  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  that  the  barley 
was  not  intended  for  human  consumption  and  our  sole  aim,  during 
unloading,  was  to  prevent  any  rat  immigration  into  the  Dock  and 
Town.  In  this,  I think  we  were  successful  . . . . ” 

STAFFING, 

There  were  no  Staff  changes  during  the  Year. 

Conclusion, 

I should  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Staff  of  the 
Port  Health  Department  for  the  efficient  service  rendered  by  them 
during  the  Year  under  review. 

My  thanks  are  also  tendered  to  the  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs, 
the  Officers  of  the  Docks  and  Inland  Waterways  Executive  (South 
Wales  Docks),  the  Harbour  Master  and  Pilots,  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  so  readily  co-operated  in  the  maintenance  of 
Public  Health  and  prevention  of  disease  in  the  Port. 

In  addition,  I would  welcome  to  the  Area  the  Medical  Officer 
and  Staff  of  the  National  Dock  Labour  P>oard’s  Medical  Centre. 

Finally,  I wish  also  to  thank  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
consideration  during  this  period. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MARY  LENNOX, 

Port  Medical  Officer. 
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